Tangata Whenua Declaration
The Maori declaration, a summary statement, was developed from all forums and hui held around the country and was the consensus of all Maori present.  It sets out the base position unpinning the work of the Taskforce as follows:

· We are a first nations people;
· The basis of our identity is Whanau, Hapu, Iwi and through whakapapa we link the land, the people and all living things in our world;

· We are culturally diverse as Iwi/Maori but through the practice of tino rangatiratanga we can act in the interests of all peoples, the land and our environment;

· Our beliefs come from Te Ao Maori. Our practice of tikanga Maori includes the disciplines of mana, rangatiratanga and manaakitanga;

· Tikanga sets the framework for our governance and also defines, regulates and protects the rights of whanau and hapu;

· Our marae are expressions of our culture, tikanga, values and principles which sustain our uniqueness;

· The importance of consensus decision making stems from the need to work collectively to get things right – weaving the people together;
· An holistic approach to leadership is needed in order to practise accountability to Whanau, Hapu and Iwi – ko te iwi te rangatira o te rangatira – people are the chiefs of the chiefs;

· For a Tiriti/Treaty relationship to bear fruit for all people of Aotearoa/New Zealand the one-world view of the Crown needs to open up to Te Ao Maori;

· Through a negotiated view of the kawanatanga function, leading to a more active involvement of Maori in governance activity for all people, the needs of New Zealanders, via the Sector, will be addressed more fully, more effectively and in a more sustainable manner.

· The acknowledgment of Te Ao Maori and the respect for tino rangatiratanga will assist the reform of the kawanatanga function in the interest of all peoples, the land and all living things;

· We are committed to governing ourselves through the expression of mana motuhake, our enduring power leading to our self-determination.

APPENDIX 2
Tangata Tiriti Declaration

This Declaration reflects the voices of Tangata Tiriti - Pakeha, Pacific and other non-Maori ethnic groups within the Sector. We celebrate that we are placed in this land of Aotearoa/New Zealand founded on the basis of a contract binding Tangata Whenua and Tangata Tiriti in relationships of trust and mutual honour. We celebrate our proud history of freedom of association and freedom of speech, enriched by the contribution of countless people through volunteer service.

We are everywhere

· For just about every place, every interest, every activity, every type of person, every ideal – there’s a club, a society, a trust, a committee.

We are part of everyone’s lives

· Every person and their family contributes to our sector and/or benefits from what we do.

We are values based

· We are driven by a particular purpose, ideal, or vision, and we have a set of values by which we live.

We are diverse

· We are as proud of our unique differences as we are of what binds us together.

· We change as needs change, as communities change, as time passes.

We are voluntary

· Our existence is not compulsory, but comes from the choice of people.

· We rely on the energy, skill and goodwill, the gifts of time and other resources, of countless individuals both voluntary and paid.

We are advocates

· There are ideals, people, principles, specific situations, which brought us into being, and we will always be impelled to "speak for" them, whatever else we do.

We are not-for-profit

· Even when we are large and complex, the reason for our being is our original vision – being business-like is a means not an end.

We are community-linked

· We all have people as our base – and we always need to be responsive to them.

We are accountable

· We must give account of what we are doing, and how – our members & our communities decide our direction.

We contribute to community wellbeing

· There is an "added value" to our life and work– the binding together of families, of whanau, of communities – because of our shared vision and shared effort.

We are multi-cultural and multi-ethnic

· We are immensely enriched by the work and life of communities from ethnic groups originating from all over the world.

We are worldwide

· Many of us have important international links and we interact with others around the globe.

· We are placed in this one world, with its natural and physical environment, and we believe together we can enrich both the earth and those who inhabit it.

